Quality assuring senior assessment instruments:    
A tool for schools
This tool can be used to evaluate and refine the assessment instruments you develop to assess your students’ achievements. 

When you have constructed an assessment instrument, other people should review or evaluate it before you implement it with your students. 

You should read the reviewers’ comments and use their insights to refine the assessment instrument.

The reviewers will need a copy of the syllabus, a copy of the assessment instrument, and a copy of the criteria sheet for that instrument.

Subject: .............................................................  Assessment instrument: .......................................................
Reviewer: .............................................Date: .............................................
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1. Read the assessment instrument.
2. If it is a test or exam, do the test or exam. If it is a project, assignment, essay, 



report, practical exercise or other type of instrument, record what the students 



will have to do and the evidence the students will produce. 

3. Using the information established above, indicate the syllabus general 




objectives that you believe are being assessed by the instrument.

4. Read the criteria sheet and the intention or purpose of the assessment 




instrument to determine the syllabus general objectives that were intended to be 



assessed by the instrument.

5. Make recommendations about the match or mismatch of 4 with 3.

6. Consider whether students will be able to exhibit the full range of syllabus 




standards in their responses. State below how the assessment instrument could 



be improved to allow students to exhibit the full range of syllabus standards.

7. List technical terms students will be required to know and then list your 




comments as to whether students are likely to understand the terms or not.

8. Check the level of language required to interpret the assessment instrument. 



How easily will students be able to understand what the assessment instrument 



requires them to do? List the potential difficulties for the students.

9. Consider the clarity of instructions, cues, layout, diagrams, illustrations, and 



graphics. Comment on: 
· how effective & relevant these are in assisting students’ understanding of what they are to do. 
· whether they are irrelevant. 
· whether they detract from the students’ understanding of what they are to do.


10. List below any cultural, gender or social references. Is it culturally appropriate? 



Does it avoid stereotypes and unfair discrimination against certain groups of 



students? 
11. List aspects of the assessment instrument that might need adjusting for 




students with disabilities. 

Face validity





Content validity





Language and layout





Equity
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